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27-12-134

HIGHWAY CODE

ARTICLE 12
PROTECTION OF HIGHWAYS
27-12-133. Excavations, structures or objects prohibited
within right-of-way except in accordance with
regulations - Penalty for violation.
Except as otherwise provided in Section 54-4-15, Utah Code Annotated,
1953, no right-of-way of any state highway, county road or city street shall be
dug up or excavated and no approach road, driveway, pole, pipeline, conduit,
sewer, ditch, culvert, billboard, advertising sign, or any other structure or
object of any kind or character shall be placed, constructed, or maintained
within any such right-of-way except as permitted by, and in accordance with,
the regulations of the highway authorities having jurisdiction over such rightof-way.
Any person who violates the provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor.
History: L. 1963, ch. 39, § 133.
Cross-References. - Criminal offense to
injure highways or bridges, § 76-8-419.

Obstruction

§ 76-10-803.

Penalties
76-3-201.

of highways

for misdemeanors,

as
§,§

nuisance,
76-3-204,

COLLATERAL REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 39 Am. Jur. 2d Highways,
Streets, and Bridges §§ 258-265, 281 et seq.
C.J.S. - 40 C.J.S. Highways § 217 et seq.
A.L.R. - Estoppel of municipality as to encroachments upon public streets, 44 A.L.R.3d
257.

Highway construction contractor's liability
for injuries to third persons by materials or
debris on highway during course of construction or repair, 3 A.L.R.4th 770.
Key Numbers. - Highways ea, 153 et seq.

27-12-134. Authorities may regulate, require permit and
security for excavation or construction - Limitation on authority.
Except as otherwise provided in Section 54-4-15, Utah Code Annotated,
1953, the highway authorities of the state, counties, cities, and towns are
authorized to adopt regulations, and may require a permit containing reasonable terms and conditions, for the crossing, digging-up, or the placement,
construction, and maintenance of approach roads, driveways, structures,
poles, pipelines, conduits, sewers, ditches, culverts, facilities, or any other
structures or objects of any kind or character on the public highway rights-ofway under their respective jurisdiction. Said highway authorities may require
a surety bond or other reasonable security which may be forfeited in the event
the regulations or the conditions of a permit are breached.
The authority granted by this section shall not be exercised so as to deny
reasonable ingress and egress to property adjoining a public highway except
where said highway authorities have acquired such right of ingress and
egress by gift, agreement, purchase, eminent domain, or otherwise or where
no right of ingress or egress exists between the right-of-way and the adjoining
property.
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HIGHWAYS

History: L. 1963, ch. 39, § 134.

27-12-135. Installations constructed in violation of regulations - Rights of highway authorities to remove
or require removal.
If any person, firm, or corporation places, constructs, or maintains any
approach road, driveway, pole, pipeline, conduit, sewer, ditch, culvert, billboard, advertising sign, or any other structure or object of any kind or character within the right-of-way of any state highway or county road, or city street
without complying with the regulations of the highway authorities having
jurisdiction over such right-of-way, said highway authorities may:
(1) remove such installation from the right-of-way or require such person, firm, or corporation to remove the same; or,
(2) give written notice to such person, firm, or corporation to remove
such installation from the right-of-way. Such notice may be served either
by personal service or by mailing the notice to the person, firm, or corporation by registered mail and posting a copy thereof on such installation
for a period of ten days. If such installation is not removed within ten
days after the notice is complete, said highway authorities may remove
the same at the expense of the person, firm, or corporation and recover
costs and expenses, and also the sum of $10 for each day the same remained within the right-of-way after notice was complete, in an action for
that purpose; or,
(3) if such person, firm, or corporation disputes or denies the existence
of such installation, or refuses to remove or permit its removal, said
highway authorities may bring an action to abate the same as a nuisance,
and if judgment is recovered by said highway authorities, there shall also
be recovered, in addition to having the same abated, the costs of action
and the sum of $10 for every day such nuisance remained within the
right-of-way after notice was given for its removal in the manner provided in Subsection (2) of this section.
History: L. 1963, ch. 39, § 135.
NOTES TO DECISIONS
ANALYSIS

Determination of nature of road.
Nature of remedies.
Removal.

Determination of nature of road.
Whether county officers were immune from
suit for trespass after they had removed a
locked gate from a roadway depended upon the
public or private nature of the road as determined by the trial court and not the commissioners. Blonquist v. Summit County, 25 Utah
2d 387, 483 P.2d 430 (1971).

Nature of remedies.
None of the remedies of this statute is exclusive, nor are the remedies restrictive of the
common-law right to summarily remove obstructions from a highway. Blonquist v. Summit County, 25 Utah 2d 387, 483 P.2d 430
(1971).
Removal.
If a road is public, notice by the commissioners that a gate will be removed does not
make summary removal unlawful. Blonquist v.
Summit County, 25 Utah 2d 387,483 P.2d 430
(1971).
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27-12-136.1

COLLATERAL REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 39 Am. Jur. 2d Highways,
Streets, and Bridges § 321 et seq.

27-12-136. Advertising violation.

C.J.S. - 40 C.J.S. Highways § 222 et seq.
Key Numbers. - Highways""' 157 et seq.

Permit required -

Penalty for

It shall be unlawful for any person to place any form of advertising upon
any part of the public domain, or along any public highway within 300 feet of
such highway, except within the corporate limits of a city or town, and except
upon land in private ownership situated along such highway, without first
receiving a permit so to do from the State Road Commission, if a state highway, or from the board of county commissioners, if a county road. Any person
who violates any provision of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor.
History: L. 1963, ch. 39, § 136.
COLLATERAL REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 39 Am. Jur. 2d Highways,
Streets, and Bridges §§ 288, 533.
C.J.S. - 39 C.J.S. Highways§§ 141(1), 142;
40 C.J.S. Highways § 217.
A.L.R. - Billboards and other outdoor advertising signs as civil nuisance, 38 A.L.R.3d
647.
Validity of regulations restricting height of
free standing advertising signs, 56 A.L.R.3d
1207.
Determination of just compensation for condemnation of billboards or other advertising
signs, 73 A.L.R.3d 1122.
Classification and maintenance of advertis-

ing structures as nonconforming use, 80
A.L.R.3d 630.
Validity and construction of provision prohibiting or regulating advertising sign overhanging street or sidewalk, 80 A.L.R.3d 687.
Validity and construction of state or local
regulation prohibiting off-premises advertising
structures, 81 A.L.R.3d 486.
Validity and construction of state or local
regulation prohibiting the erection or maintenance of advertising structures within a specified distance of street or highway, 81 A.L.R.3d
564.
Key Numbers. - Highways""' 89, 153.5.

27-12-136.1. "Utah Outdoor Advertising Act" - Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Utah Outdoor Advertising
Act."
History: L. 1967, ch. 51, § 1.
Meaning of"this act." -Laws 1967, ch. 51
enacted §§ 27-12-136.1 to 27-12-136.13.
NOTES TO DECISIONS
ANALYSIS

Nonconforming use.
Cited.

Nonconforming use.
State Road Commission could not compel removal of outdoor advertising sign on ground
that sign violated this act because advertising
had established prior nonconforming use and
sign in question substantially complied with

negotiations between parties and was constructed without objection by commission, and
no procedure for paying just compensation for
removal of sign had been pursued by commission. National Adv. Co. v. Utah State Rd.
Comm'n, 26 Utah 2d 132, 486 P.2d 383 (1971).
Cited in Utah Dep't of Transp. v. Reagan
Outdoor Adv., Inc., 751 P.2d 270 (Utah Ct.
App. 1988).

365

27-12-136.2
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Purpose of act.

The purpose of this act is to provide the statutory basis for the regulation of
outdoor advertising consistent with zoning principles and standards and the
public policy of this state in providing public safety, health, welfare, convenience and enjoyment of public travel, to protect the public investment in such
highways, to preserve the natural scenic beauty of lands bordering on such
highways, and to ensure that information in the specific interest of the traveling public is presented safely and effectively.
The agreement entered into between the governor of the state of Utah and
the secretary of transportation of the United States dated January 18, 1968,
regarding the size, lighting and spacing of outdoor advertising which may be
erected and maintained within areas adjacent to the interstate and primary
highway systems which are zoned commercial or industrial or in such other
unzoned commercial or industrial areas as defined pursuant to the terms of
such agreement is hereby ratified and approved.
History: L. 1967, ch. 51, § 2; 1971, ch. 61,

§ 1.

27-12-136.3.

Meaning of "this act." -

§ 27-12-136.1.

See note under

Definitions.

As used in. this chapter:
(1) "Commercial or industrial activities" means those activities generally recognized as commercial or industrial by zoning authorities in this
state, except that none of the following are commercial or industrial activities:
(a) agricultural, forestry, grazing, farming, and related activities,
including wayside fresh produce stands;
(b) transient or temporary activities;
(c) activities not visible from the main-traveled way;
(d) activities conducted in a building principally used as a residence; and
(e) railroad tracks and minor sidings.
(2) "Commercial or industrial zone" means only:
(a) those areas within the boundaries of cities or towns that are
used or reserved for business, commerce, or trade, or zoned as a highway service zone, under enabling state legislation or comprehensive
local zoning ordinances or regulations;
(b) those areas within the boundaries of urbanized counties that
are used or reserved for business, commerce, or trade, or zoned as a
highway service zone, under enabling state legislation or comprehensive local zoning ordinances or regulations;
(c) those areas outside the boundaries of urbanized counties and
outside the boundaries of cities and towns that:
(i) are used or reserved for business, commerce, or trade, or
zoned as a highway service zone, under comprehensive local zoning ordinances or regulations or enabling state legislation; and
(ii) are within 8420 feet of an interstate highway exit, offramp, or turnoff as measured from the nearest point of the beginning or ending of the pavement widening at the exit from or
entrance to the main-traveled way; or
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(d) those areas outside the boundaries of urbanized counties and
outside the boundaries of cities and towns and not within 8420 feet of
an interstate highway exit, off-ramp, or turnoff as measured from the
nearest point of the beginning or ending of the pavement widening at
the exit from or entrance to the main-traveled way that are reserved
for business, commerce, or trade under enabling state legislation or
comprehensive local zoning ordinances or regulations, and are actually used for commercial or industrial purposes.
(3) "Commercial or industrial zone" does not mean areas zoned for the
primary purpose of allowing outdoor advertising.
(4) "Comprehensive local zoning ordinances or regulations" means a
municipality's comprehensive plan required by Section 10-9-3, the municipal zoning plan authorized by Section 10-9-4, and the county master plan
authorized by Sections 17-27-4, 17-27-6, and 17-27-6.5.
(5) "Department" means the Department of Transportation.
(6) "Directional signs" means signs containing information about public places owned or operated by federal, state, or local governments or
their agencies, publicly or privately owned natural phenomena, historic,
cultural, scientific, educational, or religious sites, and areas of natural
scenic beauty or naturally suited for outdoor recreation, that the department considers to be in the interest of the traveling public.
(7) (a) "Erect" means to construct, build, raise, assemble, place, affix,
attach, create, paint, draw, or in any other way bring into being.
(b) "Erect" does not include any activities defined in Subsection (a)
if they are performed incident to the change of an advertising message or customary maintenance of a sign.
(8) "Highway service zone" means a highway service area where the
primary use of the land is used or reserved for commercial and roadside
services other than outdoor advertising to serve the traveling public.
(9) "Information center" means an area or site established and maintained at rest areas for the purpose of informing the public of:
(a) places of interest within the state; or
(b) any other information that the department considers desirable.
(10) "Interchange or intersection" means those areas and their approaches where traffic is channeled off or onto an interstate route, including the deacceleration lanes or acceleration lanes from or to another federal, state, county, city, or other route.
(11) "Interstate system" means that portion of the national defense
system of interstate and defense highways located within this state officially designated by the department and approved by the United States
Secretary of Transportation under Title 23, United States Code.
(12) "Maintain" means to allow to exist, subject to the provisions of this
chapter.
(13) "Maintenance" means to repair, refurbish, repaint, or otherwise
keep an existing sign structure in a state suitable for use, including signs
destroyed by vandalism or an act of God.
(14) "Main-traveled way" means the through traffic lanes exclusive of
frontage roads, auxiliary lanes, and ramps.
(15) "Official signs and notices" means signs and notices erected and
maintained by public agencies within their territorial or zoning jurisdictions for the purpose of carrying out official duties or responsibilities in
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accordance with direction or authorization contained in federal, state, or
local law.
(16) "Off-premise signs" means signs located in areas zoned industrial,
commercial, or H-1 and in areas determined by the department to be
unzoned industrial or commercial.
(17) "On-premise signs" means signs used to advertise the major activities conducted on the property where the sign is located.
(18) "Outdoor advertising'' or "outdoor signs" or "sign" means any outdoor structure, display, light device, figure, painting, drawing, message,
plaque, poster, billboard, or other thing designed, intended, or used to
advertise or inform.
(19) (a) "Outdoor advertising corridor" means:
(i) a strip of land 100 feet wide, measured perpendicular from
the edge of a controlled highway right-of-way; or
(ii) where there is a natural or created usage consisting of a
frontage road, city street, county road, controlled or not controlled service road, railroad track, utility easement, or water
course running parallel or approximately parallel and contiguous to the controlled highway, the width of the corridor shall
extend further to a line 100 feet from the edge of the usage.
(b) The width of the outdoor advertising corridor may not exceed
350 feet measured from the edge of the controlled highway right-ofway.
(20) "Primary system" means that portion of connected main highways
located within this state officially designated by the department and approved by the United States Secretary of Transportation under Title 23,
United States Code.
(21) "Rest area" means an area or site established and maintained
within or adjacent to the right-of-way by or under public supervision or
control for the convenience of the traveling public.
(22) "Scenic or natural area" means an area determined by the department to have aesthetic value.
(23) "Traveled way" means that portion of the roadway used for the
movement of vehicles, exclusive of shoulders and auxiliary lanes.
(24) (a) "Unzoned commercial or industrial area" means:
(i) those areas not zoned by state law or local law, regulation,
or ordinance that are occupied by one or more industrial or commercial activities other than outdoor advertising signs;
(ii) the lands along the highway for a distance of 600 feet
immediately adjacent to those activities; and
(iii) lands covering the same dimensions that are directly opposite those activities on the other side of the highway, if the
department determines that those lands on the opposite side of
the highway do not have scenic or aesthetic value.
(b) In measuring the scope of the unzoned commercial or industrial
area, all measurements shall be made from the outer edge of the
regularly used buildings, parking lots, storage, or processing areas of
the activities and shall be along or parallel to the edge of pavement of
the highway.
(c) All signs located within an unzoned commercial or industrial
area become nonconforming if the commercial or industrial activity
used in defining the area ceases for a continuous period of 12 months.
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(25) "Urbanized county" means a county with a population of at least
125,000 persons.
History: L. 1967, ch. 51, § 3; 1971, ch. 61,

§ 2; 1981, ch. 136, § l; 1988, ch. 239, § l;
1988 (2nd S.S.), ch. 5, § 1.

Amendment Notes. - The 1988 amendment, effective April 25, 1988, subdivided Subsection (10), and in Subsection (15), deleted
"so" following "does not include areas" and deleted the former second and third sentences
pertaining to exceptions for purposes of electing outdoor advertising.
The 1988 (2nd S.S.) amendment, effective
July 8, 1988, alphabetized the defined terms
and redesignated the subsections accordingly;
subdivided and rewrote present Subsection (2),

which had read, "'Commercial or industrial
zone' means those areas used or reserved for
business, commerce, or trade under comprehensive local zoning ordinances or regulation
or enabling state legislation, including highway service areas lawfully zoned as highway
service zones, where the primary use of the
land is used or reserved for commercial and
roadside services other than outdoor advertising to serve the traveling public, but it does not
include areas zoned for the primary purpose of
allowing outdoor advertising''; added Subsections (3), (4), and (8); and made numerous stylistic changes throughout the section.

27-12-136.4. Advertising prohibited near interstate or primary system - Exceptions - Permits required
in certain cases.
(1) No outdoor advertising shall be erected or maintained which is capable
of being read or comprehended with respect to the advertising or informational content thereof from any place on the main-traveled way of an interstate or primary system, except:
(a) Directional and other official signs and notices authorized or required by law, including, but not limited to, signs and notices pertaining
to natural wonders and scenic and historic attractions, informational or
directional signs regarding utility service, emergency telephone signs,
buried or underground utility markers and above ground utility closures.
(b) Signs advertising the sale or lease of property upon which they are
located.
(c) Signs advertising activities conducted on the property upon which
they are located.
(d) Signs located in a commercial or industrial zone.
(e) Signs located in unzoned industrial or commercial areas as determined from actual land uses.
(2) Outdoor advertising authorized under Subsections (l)(a), (d), and (e) of
this section shall conform to the standards and bear permits as required by
regulations promulgated by the department.
§

History: L. 1967, ch. 51, § 4; 1971, ch. 61,
3; 1981, ch. 136, § 2.

COLLATERAL REFERENCES
A.L.R. - Construction and application of restrictive covenants to the use of signs, 61
A.L.R.4th 1028.
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27-12-136.5. Sign size - Sign spacing door advertising corridor.
(1) Sign size:

Location in out-

(a) No sign face within the state shall exceed the following limits:
(i) Maximum area - 1000 square feet.
(ii) Maximum length - 60 feet.
(iii) Maximum height - 25 feet.
(b) No more than two facings visible and readable from the same direction on the main-traveled way may be erected on any one sign structure.
Whenever two facings are so positioned, neither shall exceed 325 square
feet.
(c) Double-faced, back-to-back and V-type signs are permitted as a single sign or structure if both faces enjoy common ownership.
(2) Sign spacing:
(a) Any sign allowed to be erected by reason of the exceptions set forth
in Subsection 27-12-136.4(1)(d) or (e) or in H-1 zones shall not be closer
than 500 feet to an existing off-premise sign adjacent to an interstate
highway, or limited access primary highway; except, that signs may be
erected closer than 500 feet if the signs on the same side of the interstate
highway or limited access primary highway are not simultaneously visible.
(b) Signs may not be located within 500 feet of any of the following
which are adjacent to the highway, unless such signs are in an incorporated area:
(i) public parks;
(ii) public forests;
(iii) public playgrounds;
(iv) scenic area designated as such by the department or other
state agency having and exercising such authority; or
(v) cemeteries.
(c) No sign may be located on an interstate highway or limited access
highway on the primary system within 500 feet of an interchange, or
intersection at grade, or rest area (measured along the interstate highway or freeway from the sign to the nearest point of the beginning or
ending of pavement widening at the exit from or entrance to the maintraveled way).
(d) The location of signs situated on non-limited access primary highways in commercial, industrial or H-1 zoned areas between streets, roads
or highways entering the primary highway shall not exceed the following
minimum spacing criteria:
(i) Where the distance between centerlines of intersecting streets,
roads, or highways is less than 1000 feet, a minimum spacing between structures of 150 feet may be permitted between the intersecting streets or highways.
(ii) Where the distance between centerlines of intersecting streets,
roads, or highways is 1000 feet or more, minimum spacing between
sign structures shall be 300 feet.
(e) All outdoor advertising shall be erected and maintained within the
outdoor advertising corridor.
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History: L. 1967, ch. 51, § 5; 1971, ch. 61,

§ 4; 1981, ch. 136, § 3.

27-12-136.6.

Regulatory power of department.

The department is hereby authorized to make and promulgate regulations
to control the erection and maintenance of outdoor advertising signs, displays,
and devices along the interstate and primary highway systems consistent
with and no more restrictive than this chapter.
History: L. 1967, ch. 51, § 6; 1971, ch. 61,

§ 5; 1981, ch. 136, § 4.

27-12-136.7. Permits-Application
requirements-Duration - Fees - Signs in existence at effective date
of act.
Within 90 days after the effective date of this chapter, no outdoor advertising authorized by Subsections (l)(a), (d), or (e), of Section 27-12-136.4 shall be
maintained without a current permit. Applications for permits shall be made
to the department on forms furnished by it. A permit must be obtained for
each sign, and the application for a permit shall be accompanied by an initial
fee of $15.
Permits issued before July 1, 1981, are valid until July 1, 1983. Permits
issued on or after July 1, 1981, shall be valid for a period ofno more than one
year and expire on June 30, 1982. Each annual permit issued by the department shall expire on June 30 of each year. Each permit may be renewed for a
period of one year upon the filing of a renewal application and payment of a $5
renewal fee.
Sign owners located outside the state of Utah must provide the department
with a continuous performance bond in the amount of $2,500.
Fees shall not be prorated for fractions of the permit period. Advertising
copy may be changed at any time without the payment of an additional fee.
The department shall issue a permit which shall be affixed, within 30 days
from the date of erection, to the sign for which it is issued in a position visible
from the nearest traveled portion of the highway.
Permits shall be obtained prior to the beginning of construction of any sign.
Signs lawfully in place on the effective date of this act shall have permits
continuously displayed thereon.
History: L. 1967, ch. 51, § 7; 1971, ch. 51,

§ 6; 1981, ch. 136, § 5.

NOTES TO DECISIONS
Nonconforming use.
Where advertising display that was exempt
from the prohibitions of this act because it constituted a prior nonconforming use was located
on a barn that burned down, destruction of the

barn did
when the
replaced.
Comm'n,
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not destroy the right to the use, and
barn was rebuilt, the display could be
Rock Manor Trust v. State Rd.
550 P.2d 205 (Utah 1976).

27-12-136.8
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Notice of violation to holder of permit.

When the department determines that a false or misleading statement has
been made in the application for a permit or that the sign for which a permit
was issued is not in a reasonable state of repair, is unsafe, is in poor repair, or
otherwise in violation of this chapter, the department shall notify the holder
of the permit in writing, either by certified mail or by personal delivery, of the
violation and specify that remedial action shall be taken within thirty days or
the permit will be revoked and action for removal of the sign commenced as
provided in Section 27-12-136.9. No further notice is required prior to filing a
complaint after the notice period has lapsed. The provisions of this subsection
apply to all signs including those in existence prior to the effective date of this
chapter.
History: L. 1967, ch. 51,

§ 7; 1981, ch. 136, § 6.

§

8; 1971, ch. 61,

27-12-136.9. Unlawful outdoor advertising-Adjudicative
proceedings - Judicial review - Removal of advertising - Costs of removal - Immunity for Department of Transportation - Civil and criminal
liability for damaging regulated signs.
(1) The following outdoor advertising is unlawful:
(a) when erected after the effective date of this act contrary to the
provisions of this chapter;
(b) when a permit is not obtained as required by this chapter; or
(c) when a permittee fails to comply with a notice of violation as provided in Section 27-12-136.8.
(2) The Department of Transportation shall comply with the procedures
and requirements of Chapter 46b, Title 63, in its adjudicative proceedings.
(3) (a) A person aggrieved by orders of the department may obtain judicial
review.
(b) Venue for judicial review of informal adjudicative proceedings is in
the district court in the county in which the sign is located.
(4) (a) If there is no request for judicial review taken from the department's
order, or if the department's decision is affirmed on appeal, the department shall immediately remove the offending outdoor advertising.
(b) The owner of the sign and the owner or occupant of the land shall be
jointly and severally liable for the costs of the removal.
(c) The department, its agents, or employees, if acting in good faith,
shall incur no liability for causing removal.
(5) (a) Any person, partnership, firm, or corporation who vandalizes, damages, defaces, destroys, or uses any sign controlled under this chapter
without the owner's permission, is liable to the owner of the sign for
treble the amount of damage sustained and all costs of court, including a
reasonable attorney's fee, and is guilty of a class C misdemeanor.
(b) This paragraph shall not be construed to apply to the department,
its agents, or employees if acting to enforce this chapter.
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History: L. 1967, ch. 51, § 9; 1971, ch. 61,
§ 8; 1981, ch. 136, § 7; 1987, ch. 161, § 67.

Amendment Notes. - The 1987 amendment, effective January 1, 1988, rewrote this
section.
Compiler's Notes. - In Subsection (l)(a),
the word "act" was substituted for "chapter'' by
the compiler pursuant to the directive of the

Office of Legislative Research and General
Counsel.
The phrase "effective date of this act" in Subsection (l)(a) refers to Laws 1967, Chapter 51,
which enacted §§ 27-12-136.1 to 27-12-136.13
and took effect May 9, 1967.
Cross-References. - Penalties for misdemeanors, §§ 76-3-204, 76-3-301.

NOTES TO DECISIONS
Time to take appeal.
A party has 30 days after notice of the commission's decision in which to take an appeal,

pursuant to Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 6.
Reagan Outdoor Adv., Inc. v. Utah Dep't of
Transp., 589 P.2d 782 (Utah 1978).

27-12-136.10. Existing outdoor advertising not in conformity with act - When removal required.
Any outdoor advertising lawfully in existence along the interstate or the
primary systems on the effective date of this act and which is not then in
conformity with its provisions is not required to be removed until five years
after it becomes nonconforming; except, for violations of Section 27-12-136.8
or pursuant to the provisions of Section 27-12-136.11
History: L. 1967, ch. 51, § 10; 1981, ch.
136, § 8.
Effective date of this act. - See second

paragraph
of
§ 27-12-136.9.

compiler's

note

under

27-12-136.11. Existing outdoor advertising not in conformity with act - Procedure-· Eminent domain Compensation.
(1) The department is hereby empowered and authorized to acquire by gift,
purchase, agreement, exchange or eminent domain, any existing outdoor advertising and all property rights pertaining to same which were lawfully in
existence on May 9, 1967, and which by reason of this chapter become nonconforming. If the department, or any town, city, county, governmental entity,
public utility or any agency or the United States Department of Transportation under this chapter, prevents the maintenance as defined in Section
27-12-136.3(10)(b) or requires that maintenance of an existing sign be discontinued, the sign in question shall be considered acquired by such entity and
just compensation will become immediately due and payable. Eminent domain shall be exercised in accordance with the provision of Chapter 34 of Title
78.
(2) Just compensation shall be paid for outdoor advertising and all property
rights pertaining to the same, including the right of the landowner upon
whose land a sign is located, acquired through the processes of eminent domain. For the purposes of this act,just compensation shall include, the consideration of damages to remaining properties, contiguous and noncontiguous, of
an outdoor advertising sign company's interest, which remaining properties,
together with the properties actually condemned, constituted an economic
unit. The department is empowered to remove signs found in violation of
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Section 27-12-136.8 or Section 27-12-136.9 without payment of any compensation.
(3) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to permit a person to place or
maintain any outdoor advertising adjacent to any interstate or primary highway system which is prohibited by law or by any town, city, or county ordinance. Any town, city, county, governmental entity, or public utility which
requires the removal, relocation, alteration, change, or termination of outdoor
advertising shall pay just compensation as defined in this chapter and in
Chapter 34 of Title 78.
Except as provided in Section 27-12-136.8 or Section 27-12-136.9, no sign
shall be required to be removed by the department nor sign maintenance as
described in Section 27-12-136.11(1) discontinued unless at the time of removal or discontinuance there are sufficient funds, from whatever source,
appropriated and immediately available to pay the just compensation required under this section and unless at that time the federal funds required to
be contributed under Section 131 of Title 23, United States Code, if any, with
respect to the outdoor advertising being removed, have been appropriated and
are immediately available to this state.
History:L. 1967,ch.51,§

§ 9; 1981, ch. 136, § 9.

11;1971,ch.61,

NOTES TO DECISIONS
ANALYSIS

Immediate occupancy.
Nonconforming use.
Immediate occupancy.
Department of Transportation's action to
condemn certain outdoor advertising signs pursuant to this act did not establish entitlement
to immediate· occupancy; the right to condemn
did not flow automatically into a right of immediate occupancy; the requirements of
§ 78-34-9 had first to be met. Utah Dep't of
Transp. v. Hatch, 613 P.2d 764 (Utah 1980).

Nonconforming use.
State road commission could not compel removal of outdoor advertising sign on ground
that sign violated this act because advertising
had established prior nonconforming use and
sign in question substantially complied with
negotiations between parties and was constructed without objection by commission, and
no procedure for paying just compensation for
removal of sign had been pursued by commission. National Adv. Co. v. Utah State Rd.
Comm'n, 26 Utah 2d 132, 486 P.2d 383 (1971).

COLLATERAL REFERENCES
A.L.R. - Determination of just compensation for condemnation of billboards or other advertising signs, 73 A.L.R.3d 1122.

27-12-136.12.

Violation of act -

Misdemeanor.

Any person who violates any provision of this act is guilty of a misdemeanor.
History: L. 1967, ch. 51, § 12.
Meaning of "this act." - See note under
§ 27-12-136.1.

Cross-References. - Penalties for misdemeanors, §§ 76-3-204, 76-3-301.
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27-12-136.13.

Appeals by attorney general.

The attorney general may take such appeals as are provided for in Section
131, Title 23, United States Code.
History: L. 1967, ch. 51, § 13.

27-12-137. Dump grounds, junk or salvage yards adjacent
to highways - Regulation authorized - Definitions.
For the purpose of promoting the public safety, health, welfare, convenience
and enjoyment of public travel, to protect the public investment in public
roads, and to preserve the scenic beauty of lands bordering public roads, cities
and towns are authorized to enact such ordinances and regulations as they
deem fit and proper to regulate the creation or maintenance of dump grounds
and junk or salvage yards of any type within 660 feet of the right-of-way of
designated state and federal highways within the jurisdictional limits of the
enacting city or town. It shall be within the power of the state of Utah, by and
through its road commission, to regulate the creation and maintenance of
such yards within 660 feet of the right-of-way of designated federal and state
highways outside the jurisdictional limits of said cities and towns, and said
commission is authorized to adopt such reasonable regulations as it may deem
fit and proper to accomplish such purpose.
For the purposes of this section, junk or salvage yard means any establishment having as an integral part thereof any open display, accumulation or
collection of discarded, worn out or abandoned material which may or may not
be put to some use or have some value, which is offered for sale or trade in
whole or in part or kept for storage. Junk or salvage yards shall include but
not be limited to automobile wrecking or salvage yards, war surplus yards,
and yards collecting and displaying worn-out machinery, equipment, appliances, and/or city or town dumps for waste material and garbage.
History: L. 1963, ch. 39, § 137; 1965, ch.
53, § 1.
Cross-References.
Motor vehicle
wreckers, crushers, and dismantlers, licensing
and regulation, § 41-3-6 et seq.

Records

required

§ 76-10-907 et seq.

of

junk

dealers,

Solid and Hazardous Waste Act, Chapter 14
of this title.

COLLATERAL REFERENCES

A.L.R. - Validity, construction, and application of zoning ordinance relating to operation of junkyard or scrap metal processing
plant, 50 A.L.R.3d 837.

Applicability of zoning regulations to waste
disposal facilities of state or local governmental entities, 59 A.L.R.3d 1244.

27-12-137.1. Junkyard Control Act -

Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Utah Junkyard Control
Act."
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History: L. 1967, ch. 52, § 1.
Meaning of"this act."-Laws 1967, ch. 52
enacted §§ 27-12-137.1 to 27-12-137.13.

27-12-137.2.

Purpose.

The regulation of junkyards in areas adjacent to any state highway included in the national system of interstate and primary highways is hereby
declared in the public interest and necessary to promote the public safety,
health, welfare, convenience and enjoyment of public travel, to protect the
public investment in public highways, and to preserve and enhance the scenic
beauty of lands bordering on such highways.
History: L. 1967, ch. 52, § 2.

27-12-137 .3. Definitions.
As used in this act:
(1) "Junk" means old or scrap copper, brass, rope, rags, batteries, paper, trash, rubber debris, waste, or junked, dismantled, or wrecked automobiles, or parts thereof, iron, steel, and other old or scrap ferrous or
nonferrous material.
(2) "Junkyard" means any place, establishment or business maintained, used or operated for storing, keeping, buying or selling junk, or for
the maintenance or operation of an automobile graveyard, and the term
includes garbage dumps and sanitary fills.
(3) "Automobile graveyard" means any establishment or place of business which is maintained, used or operated, for storing, keeping, buying
or selling wrecked, scrapped, ruined or dismantled motor vehicles or motor vehicle parts.
(4) "Interstate system" means that portion of the national defense system of interstate and defense highways located within this state as may
now or hereafter be so officially designated by the commission and approved by the secretary pursuant to Title 23, United States Code.
(5) "Primary system" means that portion of connected main highways
located within this state as may now or hereafter be so officially designated by the commission and approved by the secretary pursuant to Title
23, United States Code.
(6) "Commission" means the Utah State Road Commission.
History: L. 1967, ch. 52, § 3.
Meaning of "this act." - See note under
§ 27-12-137.1.

27-12-137.4.

Compiler's Notes. - The federal-aid systerns are defined in 23 U.S.C. § 103.

License required.

No person shall establish, operate or maintain a junkyard, any portion of
which is within 1,000 feet of the nearest edge of the right-of-way of any
interstate or primary highway, without obtaining a license to do so from the
commission.
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History: L. 1967, ch. 52, § 4.

27-12-137.5. Issuance of licenses - Fees - Duration - Renewal - Disposition of proceeds.
The commission shall have the sole authority to issue licenses for the establishment, maintenance and operation of junkyards within the limits defined
in this act, and shall charge therefor a fee of $10 payable annually in advance.
All licenses issued under this section shall expire on the first day of January
following the date of issue. Licenses may be renewed from year to year upon
payment of the requisite fee. Proceeds from such fees shall be deposited with
the state treasurer for credit to the state highway fund.
History: L. 1967, ch. 52, § 5.
Meaning of "this act." - See note under
§ 27-12-137.1.

27-12-137.6. Conditions for licensing
1,000 feet of highway.

of junkyard

within

No license shall be granted for the establishment, maintenance or operation
of a junkyard within 1,000 feet of the nearest edge of right-of-way of any
highway on the interstate or primary systems except:
(1) Those which are screened by natural objects, plantings, fences or
other appropriate means so as not to be visible from the main traveled
way of the system, or otherwise removed from sight.
(2) Those located within areas which are zoned for industrial use under
authority of law.
(3) Those located within unzoned industrial areas, which areas shall be
determined by actual land uses and defined by regulations promulgated
by the commission.
(4) Those which are not visible from the main-traveled way of the system.
(5) There shall be no expansion or extended usage by a junkyard controlled by this act except by permission of the commission pursuant to its
rules and regulations.
History: L. 1967, ch. 52, § 6; 1975, ch. 74,

§ 1.

27-12-137. 7. Screening

Meaning of "this act." -

§ 27-12-137.1.

See note under

of existing junkyards.

Any junkyard lawfully in existence on the effective date of this act which is
located within 1,000 feet of the nearest edge of the right-of-way and visible
from the main traveled way of any highway on the interstate or primary
system shall be screened, if considered feasible, by the commission. The
screening shall be at locations on the right-of-way or in areas outside the
right-of-way acquired for such purposes, so as not to be visible from the main
traveled way of the interstate or primary systems.
Junkyard screening shall not be undertaken pursuant to this subsection
unless the necessary federal funds for participation have been appropriated by
the federal government and are immediately available to the state.
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History: L. 1967, ch. 52, § 7; 1975, ch. 74,

§ 2.

Effective date of this act. - Laws 1967,
ch. 52 was effective May 9, 1967.

27-12-137.8. Rules and regulations
thority of commission.

for screening -

Au-

The commission shall have the authority to promulgate rules and regulations governing the location, planting, construction and maintenance, including the materials used, in screening junkyards as required under provisions of
this act.
History: L. 1967, ch. 52, § 8.
Meaning of "this act." - See note under
§ 27-12-137.1.

27-12-137.9. Junkyards not adaptable to screening - Authority of commission to acquire land - Compensation.
When the commission determines that the topography of the land adjoining
the interstate and primary systems will not permit adequate screening of such
junkyards or that screening would not be economically feasible, the commission shall have the authority to acquire by gift, purchase, exchange or eminent domain, such interests in lands as may be necessary to secure the relocation, removal or disposal thereof.
When the commission determines that it is in the best interests of the state,
it may acquire such lands, or interests in lands, as may be necessary to provide adequate screening of such junkyards. The acquisitions provided for in
this section shall not be undertaken unless the necessary federal funds for
participation have been appropriated by the federal government and are immediately available to the state.
Damages resulting from any taking of property in eminent domain shall be
ascertained in the manner provided by law.
Just compensation shall be paid the owner for the relocation, removal, or
disposal of a junkyard lawfully established under the laws of this state and
which must be relocated, removed or disposed of under this act.
History: L. 1967, ch. 52, § 9; 1975, ch. 74,

§ 3.

Meaning of "this act." -

§ 27-12-137.1.

See note under

Cross-References.
Chapter 34 of Title 78.

Eminent

domain,

27-12-137.10. Junkyard operated in violation of act is public nuisance - Abatement - Correction notice.
The establishment, operation or maintenance of any junkyard contrary to
the provisions of this act is a public nuisance, and the commission, with the
advice of the attorney general, may apply to the district court of the county in
which the junkyard is located for an injunction to abate the nuisance.
A correction notice of 30 days shall be given the owner prior to filing for an
injunction to abate the nuisance. No notice is required prior to filing a misdemeanor complaint pursuant to Section 27-12-136.12.
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History: L. 1967, ch. 52, § 10; 1975, ch. 74,

§ 4.
§

Meaning of "this act." 27-12-137.1.

See note under

27-12-137.11. Enforcement
United States.

Cross-References. - Action to abate nuisance, §§ 76-10-806, 78-38-1.

authority -

Agreements with

The commission may:
(1) Promulgate regulations it deems necessary to implement and enforce provisions of this act.
(2) Enter into agreements with the secretary pursuant to Title 23,
United States Code, and any amendments thereto, relating to the control
of junkyards in areas adjacent to the interstate and primary systems, and
to take action in the name of the state to comply with the terms of the
agreements.
History: L. 1967, ch. 52, § 11.
Meaning of "this act." - See note under
§ 27-12-137.1.

27-12-137.12. Present ordinances

or regulations

saved.

Nothing in this act shall affect the provisions of any lawful ordinance or
regulation which is more restrictive than the provisions of this act.
History: L. 1967, ch. 52, § 12.
Meaning of "this act." - See note under
§ 27-12-137.1.

27-12-137.13. Violations -

Misdemeanor.

A person who violates any provision of this act or regulation of the commission made and promulgated under this act is guilty of a misdemeanor.
History: L. 1967, ch. 52, § 13.
Meaning of "this act." - See note under
§ 27-12-137.1.

Cross-References. - Sentencing for misdemeanors, §§ 76-3-201, 76-3-204, 76-3-301.

27-12-138. Obstructing traffic on sidewalks
prohibited.

or highways

It shall be unlawful to drive or place any vehicle, animal or other thing
upon or along any sidewalk except in crossing such sidewalk to or from abutting property, or to permit the same to remain on or across any sidewalk in a
way to impede or obstruct the ordinary use thereof. Vehicles, building material or other similar things may be placed temporarily on public highways in
such manner as not to impede, endanger or obstruct ordinary traffic, but no
such vehicles, building material or other obstructions shall be permitted to
remain on any such highway contrary to instructions from the board of county
commissioners or the State Road Commission in the case of state highways.
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History: L. 1963, ch. 39, § 138.
COLLATERAL REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 39 Am. Jur. 2d Highways,
Streets, and Bridges §§ 302-310.
C.J.S. - 40 C.J.S. Highways § 217 et seq.
A.L.R. - Municipal authorization, prohibition, or regulation of sale of merchandise on
streets or highways, or their use for such purpose, 14 A.L.R.3d 896.
Overhang of vehicle, liability of motor vehi-

27-12-138.5.

cle owner or operator to one on sidewalk struck
by, 34 A.L.R.3d 425.
Liability, in motor vehicle-related cases, of
governmental entity for injury, death, or property damage resulting from defect or obstruction in shoulder of street or highway, 19
A.L.R.4th 532.
Key Numbers. - Highways=
153.

Gates on B system county highways.

(1) The county commission of any county may provide for the erection and
maintenance of gates on the B system county highways in order to avoid the
necessity of building highway fences.
(2) The person for whose immediate benefit the gates are erected or maintained shall in all cases bear the expense of such erections and maintenance.
(3) Nothing contained in Section 27-12-138 shall be construed to prohibit
any person from placing any unlocked, nonrestrictive gate across any B system county highway, or maintaining the same, with the approval of the
county commissioners of that county.
(4) No gates shall be allowed on any B system county highways except
those gates allowed by the county commission in accordance with the provisions of this section. If the expense of the erection and maintenance of such
allowed gates is not paid or if any lock or other device is placed upon such
gates so as to make them restrictive, the county commission of that county
shall notify the responsible party that their approval is terminated and the
gate shall thereafter be deemed to be an obstruction pursuant to Section
27-12-138.
(5) No placement of gates with the consent of the county commission across
B system county highways nor the maintenance thereof for the statutory
period of time shall constitute nor establish an abandonment by the county or
an easement on behalf of the person establishing such gate.
(6) Any person committing any of the following acts shall be guilty of a
class B misdemeanor and, in addition, shall be liable for any and all damages
suffered by any party as a result of such acts:
(a) leave open any gate, erected or maintained pursuant to this section;
(b) unnecessarily drive over the ground adjoining the highway on
which such a gate is erected;
(c) place any lock or other restrictive device on such a gate; or
(d) violate any rules or regulations of any county commission relating
to such gates within the county.
(7) The provisions of this section relating to maintenance and removal of
gates over B system county highways shall be deemed to apply retrospectively
to all such gates in existence on the effective date of this act.
History: C. 1953, 27-12-138.5, enacted by
L. 1976, ch. 17, § 1.
Effective date of this act. - Laws 1976,
ch. 17 was effective April 1, 1976.

Cross-References. - Penalties for misdemeanors, §§ 76-3-204, 76-3-301.
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27-12-139. Driving animals over highways - Liability for
damages.
Any person who drives a herd of domestic animals over a public highway
which is not a livestock highway as provided by law shall be liable for any
damage done by such animals in destroying the banks or rolling rocks into or
upon such highway. Such damage may be recovered in a civil action brought
by the highway authorities having jurisdiction over such highway.
History: L. 1963, ch. 39, § 139.
Cross-References. - Livestock highways,
§ 27-12-117 et seq.
COLLATERAL REFERENCES

C.J.S. - 40 C.J.S. Highways § 228.
A.L.R. - Liability of person, other than
owner of animal or owner or operator of motor
vehicle, for damage to motor vehicle or injury
to person riding therein resulting from collision with domestic animal at large in street or
highway, 21 A.L.R.4th 132.
Liability of owner or operator of vehicle for
damage to motor vehicle or injury to person
riding therein resulting from collision with domestic animal at large in street or highway, 21
A.L.R.4th 159.
Liability of owner of animal for damage to

motor vehicle or injury to person riding therein
resulting from collision with domestic animal
at large in street or highway, 29 A.L.R.4th
431.
Liability of governmental entity for damage
to motor vehicle or injury to person riding
therein resulting from collision between vehicle and domestic animal at large in street or
highway, 52 A.L.R.4th 1200.
Liability for killing or injuring, by motor vehicle, livestock or fowl on highway, 55
A.L.R.4th 822.
Key Numbers. - Highways <t=>160(1).

27-12-140. Limited highways mals over.

Penalty for driving ani-

Where public highways are laid out through improved lands and such lands
are not protected by fences along the lines of the highways passing through
them, the highway authorities having jurisdiction over such highways, may
declare them to be limited highways. A notice to that effect shall be posted at
each end of such limited highways, and any person who willfully drives any
band or herd of domestic animals over such highways other than during the
time that the abutting lands are thrown open to the public by the owners
thereof for grazing purposes is guilty of a misdemeanor.
History: L. 1963, ch. 39, § 140.
Cross-References. - Sentencing for misdemeanors, §§ 76-3-201, 76-3-204, 76-3-301.

27-12-141. Escaping water and other obstructions - Injuring or obstructing highway - Penalty for violations.
Any person who willfully or carelessly obstructs or injures any public highway by causing or permitting flow or seepage of water, or who willfully or
carelessly permits water under his control to escape in any manner so as to
injure any such highway, and any person who willfully or carelessly places or
leaves, or causes to be placed or left, anything upon any such highway in such
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a way as to obstruct travel or to endanger property or persons passing upon
such highway, is guilty of a misdemeanor.
History: L. 1963, ch. 39, § 141.
Cross-References. - Sentencing for misdemeanors, §§ 76-3-201, 76-3-204, 76-3-301.

27-12-142.

Injury to trees on highways - Penalty for violations.

Whoever digs up, cuts down or otherwise injures or willfully destroys any
shade, ornamental or other tree, planted and standing on any public highway
in conformity to law is guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall also be liable to the
owner for treble the amount of damages sustained.
History: L. 1963, ch. 39, § 142.
Cross-References. - Sentencing for misdemeanors, §§ 76-3-201, 76-3-204, 76-3-301.
COLLATERAL REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 39 Am. Jur. 2d Highways,
Streets, and Bridges §§ 189, 190.
C.J.S. - 39A C.J.S. Highways § 138.
A.L.R. - Liability of private owner or occupant of land abutting highway for injuries or
damage resulting from tree or limb falling onto
highway, 94 A.L.R.3d 989.
Liability of governmental unit for injuries or

27-12-143.

damage resulting from tree or limb falling onto
highway from abutting land, 95 A.L.R.3d 778.
Liability of governmental unit or private
owner or occupant of land abutting highway
for injuries or damage sustained when motorist
strikes tree or stump on abutting land, 100
A.L.R.3d 510.
Key Numbers. - Highways
83.

Violations of rules as to use - Damage to signs,
warning, or barriers - Penalty.

(1) A person is guilty of a class B misdemeanor who:
(a) willfully violates any of the rules of the Utah Transportation Commission as to the use of state highways or traffic on them; or
(b) willfully and unlawfully removes, defaces, or interferes with any
road sign, signal, notice, warning, or barrier.
(2) A person who commits an offense under Subsection (l)(b) which results
in any injury to persons or damage to property is guilty of a class A misdemeanor.
History: L. 1963, ch. 39, § 143; 1987, ch.
26, § 1.
Amendment Notes. - The 1987 amendment rewrote this section.
Cross-References. - Removal or injury of
road sign a misdemeanor, § 76-8-420.

Shooting or otherwise damaging road signs
prohibited, § 23-20-13.
Sentencing for misdemeanors, §§ 76-3-201,
76-3-204, 76-3-301.
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COLLATERAL REFERENCES
C.J.S. - 40 C.J.S. Highways § 230.
Key Numbers. - Highways eo> 163(1).

Am. Jur. 2d. - 40 Am. Jur. 2d Highways,
Streets, and Bridges § 608.

27-12-144. Liability for damage to highways,
equipment or road signs.

highway

Any person who by any means willfully or negligently injures or damages
any public highway, highway equipment, or road sign shall be liable for such
damage. Such damage may be recovered in a civil action brought by the
highway authorities having jurisdiction over such highway, highway equipment, or road sign.
History: L. 1963, ch. 39, § 144.
Cross-References. - Injuring highways or
bridges a misdemeanor, § 76-8-419.
COLLATERAL REFERENCES
C.J.S. - 40 C.J.S. Highways § 228.
Key Numbers. - Highways e,, 160(1).

Am. Jur. 2d. - 40 Am. Jur. 2d Highways,
Streets, and Bridges §§ 606, 608.

27-12-145. Restrictions
tions.

on use because of climatic condi-

The State Road Commission with reference to state highways, and local
authorities with reference to highways under their jurisdiction, may by resolution or ordinance, prohibit the operation of vehicles upon any highway or
impose restrictions as to the weight of vehicles, for a total period of not to
exceed 90 days in any one calendar year, when operated upon any highway
under the jurisdiction of such authorities and for the maintenance of which
they are responsible, whenever any said highway by reason of deterioration,
rain, snow or other climatic conditions will be seriously damaged or destroyed,
unless the use of vehicles thereon is prohibited or the permissible weights
thereof reduced. Such authorities enacting any such ordinance or resolution
shall erect or cause to be erected and maintained signs designating the provisions of the ordinance or resolution at each end of that portion of any highway
affected thereby, and the ordinance or resolution shall not be effective until or
unless such signs are erected and maintained. Such authoriti~s may also, by
ordinance or resolution, prohibit the operation of trucks or other commercial
vehicles, or impose limitations as to the weight thereof, on designated highways, which prohibitions and limitations shall be designated by appropriate
signs placed on such highways.
History: L. 1963, ch. 39, § 145.
Cross-References. - Power oflocal author-

ities to restrict use of highways as authorized
by this section, § 41-6-17.
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27-12-146. Loads on vehicles - Confining, securing and
fastening load required.
No vehicle shall be driven or moved on any public highway unless such
vehicle is so constructed or loaded as to prevent its contents from dropping,
sifting, leaking or otherwise escaping therefrom, except that sand or other
abrasives may be dropped for the purpose of securing traction or water or
other substance may be sprinkled on a roadway in cleaning or maintaining
such roadway.
No person shall operate on any public highway any vehicle with any load
unless said load and any covering thereon is suitably fastened, secured and
confined according to the nature of such load so as to prevent said covering or
load from becoming loose, detached, or in any manner a hazard to other users
of the highway.
History: L. 1963, ch. 39, § 146.

NOTES TO DECISIONS
Negligence.
-Effect of violation.
Trial court ruling that violation of former
section requiring loads on vehicles to be
securely fastened and covered was negligence
as a matter of law and that the trial should be
had on the issue of damages alone was errone-

27-12-147.

ous since, in Utah, violation of a safety statute
is regarded as prima facie evidence of negligence, and the presumption arising therefrom
is rebuttable by a showing of justification or
excuse. Klafta v. Smith, 17 Utah 2d 65, 404
P.2d 659 (1965).

Liability for damages to highway or structure
from illegal operation or violation of maximum
weight law.

Any person driving any vehicle, object or contrivance upon any public highway or highway structure shall be liable for all damage which said highway
or structure may sustain as a result of any illegal operation, driving or moving of such vehicle, object or contrivance or as a result of operation, driving or
moving any vehicle, object or contrivance weighing in excess of the maximum
weight specified by law, but authorized by a special permit issued as provided
by law. Whenever such driver is not the owner of such vehicle, object or
contrivance but is so operating, driving or moving the same with the express
or implied permission of said owner, then said owner and driver shall be
jointly and severally liable for any such damage. Such damage may be recovered in a civil action brought by the highway authorities having jurisdiction
over such highway or highway structure.
History: L. 1963, ch. 39, § 147.

COLLATERAL REFERENCES

A.L.R. - Liability for damage to highway or
bridge caused by size or weight of motor vehicle or load, 53 A.L.R.3d 1035.
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27-12-148. Size and weight limitations for vehicles - Local
authorities prohibited from altering - Exceptions - Utah Transportation Committee authorized to establish rules for movement of farm machinery.
(1) The maximum size and weight of vehicles under Sections 27-12-147
through 27-12-157 is lawful throughout the state, in the areas, on the roads,
and under the conditions specified by law. Local authorities may not alter the
limitations except as expressly provided by law.
(2) The provisions of this chapter governing size, weight, and load do not
apply to:
(a) fire apparatus;
(b) road machinery being operated at the site of maintenance or construction projects;
(c) implements of husbandry, including farm tractors, being temporarily moved on a highway while engaged in farm operations;
(d) vehicles transporting logs or poles, when required to move upon a
public noninterstate highway while moving from forest to sawmill, if the
gross vehicle weight does not exceed 80,000 pounds, and the vehicles are
in compliance with Subsections 27-12-151(2)(a) and (b);
(e) trucks specifically designed, equipped, and used exclusively for garbage, refuse, or solid waste disposal operations, when:
(i) loaded with garbage, refuse, or waste;
(ii) operating with a current annual overweight permit purchased
for a fee of $50; and
(iii) operating on highways not designated as part of the national
system of interstate and defense highways; or
(f) a vehicle operated under a special transportation permit issued under this chapter.
(3) (a) The Utah Transportation Commission may adopt rules permitting
the movement of implements of husbandry and other vehicles which do
not meet size, weight, or load requirements, on highways and while not
engaged in farm operations, if the movement is authorized by a permit
issued by the Department of Transportation. The rules may allow permits
to be issued by telephone.
(b) Rules adopted under this section shall allow implements of husbandry, including farm tractors which do not exceed 16 feet in width, to
be temporarily moved on a highway incidental to purchase from a dealer
or dealer service, if the movement is made under authority of an annual
permit and appropriate notice is given to the nearest Utah Highway
Patrol facility.
History: L. 1963, ch. 39, § 148; 1981, ch.
134,§ 1;1987,ch.160,§ 1;1987,ch.222,§ 1.
Amendment Notes. - The 1987 amend-

ment, by Chapter 160, added the subsection
designations within Subsections (1) and (2),
added Subsections (l)(d), (l)(e) and (1)(0 and
made minor changes in phraseology, punctuation and style throughout the section.

The 1987 amendment, by Chapter 220, so
rewrote this section as to make a detailed analysis impracticable.
This section is set out as reconciled by the
Office of Legislative Research and General
Counsel.
Cross-References. - Equipment of motor
vehicles, § 41-6-117 et seq.
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COLLATERAL REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 7A Am. Jur. 2d Automobiles and Highway Traffic §§ 196-201.

C.J.S. - 40 C.J.S. Highways § 234; 60
C.J.S. Motor Vehicles § 43.
Key Numbers. - Highways
168.

27-12-149. Limitations as to size, dimensions,
sions of vehicle.

=

and exten-

(1) A vehicle may not exceed a total outside width, including any load, of
8½ feet, except that the width of a farm tractor may not exceed nine feet.
(2) (a) The size limitations in this section do not apply to safety or load
securing devices, to implements of husbandry when operated under Subsection 27-12-148(2) or (3), to highway construction and maintenance
equipment operated under Subsection 27-12-148(2), or to vehicles operated under a special permit issued under Section 27-12-155.
(b) A vehicle unladen or with load may not exceed a height of 14 feet.
(3) (a) A single unit vehicle with load, except fire-fighting apparatus, may
not exceed a length of 45 feet in overall dimensions, including front and
rear bumpers. A truck tractor and semitrailer is a combination of two
vehicles.
(b) A semitrailer may not exceed an overall length of 48 feet, excluding
refrigeration units, hitches, airline connections, and safety appurtenances. There is no overall length limitation on a tractor semitrailer
when the semitrailer length is 48 feet or less.
(c) A double trailer combination of trailers when hooked together may
not exceed an overall length of 61 feet, measured from the front of the
first trailer to the rear of the second trailer, excluding refrigeration units,
hitches, airline connections, and safety appurtenances. There is no overall length limitation of a tractor and double trailer combination when the
trailers hooked together measure 61 feet or less excluding refrigeration
units, hitches, airline connections, and safety appurtenances.
(d) All other combinations of vehicles with load, when coupled together, may not exceed a total of 65 feet, except the length limitations do
not apply to vehicles operated at night by a public utility when required
for emergency repair of public service facilities or properties, or when
operated under special permit under Section 27-12-155. Regarding night
transportation, every vehicle and its load shall be equipped with a sufficient number of clearance lights on both sides and marker lights on the
extreme ends of any projecting load to mark clearly the dimensions of the
load.
(e) Notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter, any motor vehicle
or combination of motor vehicles in excess of the limitations of Section
27-12-149, which were in legal operation on January 1, 1984, may continue in operation until December 31, 1990.
(4) (a) A vehicle or combination of vehicles may not carry any load extending more than three feet beyond the front of the vehicle or more than six
feet to the rear of the body of the vehicle.
(b) A passenger vehicle may not carry any load beyond the line of the
fenders on the left side of the vehicle nor extending more than six inches
beyond the line of the fender on the right side.
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History: L. 1963, ch. 39, § 149; 1975, ch.
78, § 1; 1985, ch. 247, § 1; 1987, ch. 222, § 2.
Amendment Notes. - The 1985 amendment divided the section into subsections; substituted "may" for "shall" in two places in Subsection (1); substituted "8½ feet" for "eight
feet" in Subsection (1); deleted "and except further that the" at the end of Subsection (1); rewrote Subsection (2)(a); substituted "may" for
"shall" in Subsection (2)(b); inserted "single
unit" in Subsection (3)(a); substituted "except"
for "expecting'' and "may" for "shall" in Sub-

27-12-150

section (3)(a); deleted "extreme" before "overall" in Subsection (3)(a); added Subsections
(3)(b) and (3)(c); rewrote Subsection (3)(d);
added Subsection (3)(e); substituted "may" for
"shall" in Subsection (4)(b); and made minor
changes in phraseology.
The 1987 amendment, in Subsection (2)(a),
inserted "or (3)" and made minor stylistic and
phraseology changes throughout the section.
Cross-References. - Vehicle weight and
dimensions, limitations, exceptions, §§ 27-12151 to 27-12-155.

NOTES TO DECISIONS
Width more than eight feet.
Although driving a car of excessive width
where the road is sufficiently wide is not in and
of itself negligence yet it is an element to be

considered in determining negligence. Patton
v. Kirkman, 109 Utah 487, 167 P.2d 282
(1946).

COLLATERAL REFERENCES
A.L.R. - Projecting load: liability for injury
or damage caused by collision with portion of
load projecting beyond rear or side of motor
vehicle or trailer, 21 A.L.R.3d 371.
Violation of regulation governing size or

weight of motor vehicles, or combinations of
vehicles and loads, on the highway as basis of
liability for personal injury, death, or damage
to private property, 21 A.L.R.3d 989.

27-12-150. Towing requirements
cles.

and limitations of vehi-

The draw-bar or other connection between any two vehicles one of which is
towing or drawing the other on a highway, shall not exceed 15 feet in length
from one vehicle to the other, except the connection between any two vehicles
transporting poles, pipe, machinery, or other objects of structural nature
which cannot readily be dismembered. Whenever such connection consists of a
chain, rope or cable, there shall be displayed upon such connection a red flag
or other signal or cloth not less than 12 inches both in length and width.
No person shall operate a train of vehicles when any trailer, semitrailer or
other vehicle being towed whips or swerves from side to side dangerously or
unreasonably or fails to follow substantially in the path of the towing vehicle.
History: L. 1963, ch. 39, § 150.

COLLATERAL REFERENCES
A.L.R. - Liability for accident arising from
escape of trailer, 43 A.L.R.3d 725.
Validity and construction of statute or ordi-

nance regulating vehicle towing business, 97
A.L.R.3d 495.
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27-12-151. Maximum gross weight limitation for vehicles
- Exemptions - Overweight permit authorized
- Formula for weight limitations.
(1) No vehicle or combination of vehicles having a gross weight in excess of
those permitted in this section may be driven on any highway unless the
owner has first secured a special permit under Subsection (3) or in Section
27-12-154.
(2) No vehicle may be driven or moved on any highway in the state with a
maximum gross weight in excess of 10,500 pounds on one wheel, a single axle
load in excess of 20,000 pounds, or a tandem axle load in excess of 34,000
pounds.
(a) (i) An "axle load" is the total load on all wheels whose centers may
be included between two parallel transverse vertical planes 40 inches
apart.
(ii) A "tandem axle" is two or more axles spaced not less than 40
inches nor more than 96 inches apart and having at least one common point of weight suspension.
(b) Tire load rating shall be marked on the tire sidewall, and no tire,
wheel, or axle may carry a greater weight than the manufacturer's rating.
(c) The gross vehicle weight may not exceed 80,000 pounds except that
the maximum legal weight of a vehicle or combination of vehicles and the
weight of any group of two or more axles shall be in accordance with and
determined by the bridge formula in Subsection (4).
(3) Any vehicle or combination of vehicles which does not exceed the limitations of Section 27-12-149 or as provided in Subsection 27-12-155(2) and the
wheel and axle limitation of Subsection (1) are not subject to the provisions of
Subsection (4) or of Section 27-12-154; provided that the State Transportation
Commission shall first approve the route of any such vehicle or combination of
vehicles exceeding the maximums provided in Subsection (4), but only within
limits which will not impair the ability of the state to qualify for federal-aid
highway funds. The State Transportation Commission is hereby authorized to
issue an overweight permit for the operation of such vehicle or combination of
vehicles upon receipt of an annual fee of $200 per vehicle or combination of
vehicles. Permit fees collected under the provisions of this section shall be
credited monthly to the transportation fund.
(4) (a) Subject to the limitations in Subsections (1) and (3), no group of
axles between the first and last axle of a vehicle or combination of vehicles and no vehicle or combination of vehicles may carry a gross weight in
excess of that which is provided by the following formula, except as provided in Subsection (b).
W = 500 (LN + 12N + 36)
(N-1)

W = overall gross weight on any group of two or more consecutive axles
to the nearest 500 pounds.
L = distance in feet between the extreme of any group of two or more
consecutive axles; when the fraction is 1/12 foot or more the next larger
number shall be used.
N = number of axles in the group under consideration.
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(b) Two consecutive sets of tandem axles may carry a gross load of
34,000 pounds each, providing the overall distance between the first and
last axles of the consecutive sets of tandem axles is 36 feet or more.
History: L. 1963, ch. 39, § UH; 1965, ch.
54, § 1; 1969, ch. 71, § 1; 1977, ch. 117, § 4;
1982, ch. 43, § 2; 1985, ch. 247, § 2.
Amendment Notes. - The 1985 amendment substituted "may" for "shall" and "a special permit under Subsection (3)" for "an overweight permit as provided in Subsection (2) of
this section" in Subsection (1); designated the
second through fifth paragraphs of Subsection
(2); substituted "may" for "shall" in Subsection
(2); substituted "10,500 pounds" for "9,500
pounds" and "a single axle load in excess of
20,000 pounds" for "or an axle load in excess of
18,000 pounds" in Subsection (2); added "or a
tandem axle load in excess of 34,000 pounds"
at the end of Subsection (2); substituted "An
'axle load' is" for "an axle load shall be defined
as" in Subsection (2)(a)(i); added Subsections

(2)(a)(ii), (2)(b), and (2)(c); designated former
Subsection (2) as Subsection (3); substituted
"Subsection 27-12-155(2)" for "Section 27-12155(2)" in one place and "Subsection (4)" for
"Subsection (3)" in two places in Subsection (3);
redesignated former Subsection (3) as Subsection (4)(a); substituted "may" for "shall" and
"that which is provided by the formula, except
as provided in Subsection (b)" for "the tabular
values in the following tables, showing the distance in feet and the corresponding allowable
weight in pounds" in Subsection (4)(a); deleted
the paragraph and table immediately following
Subsection (4)(a); added the formula and the
definitions which follow it in Subsection (4)(a);
added Subsection (4)(b); and made minor
changes in phraseology.

27-12-152. Adoption of size or weight limitations
scribed by the federal highway laws.

pre-

In the event the federal highway laws permit or adopt size or weight limits,
for vehicles using the national system of interstate and defense highways,
which exceed in full or in any part provisions of Section 27-12-149 or
27-12-151, the Utah State Road Commission may adopt size and/or weight
provisions or schedules reasonably comparable and shall authorize said schedules to be used by owners or operators of vehicles while said vehicles are
operating on the highways within the state of Utah. The State Road Commission may authorize the operation of vehicles and combinations of vehicles
with length, width, axle and tandem axle weight limits in excess of those
prescribed in Section 27-12-149 or 27-12-151 on such public highways as it has
determined to be capable of accommodating such length, width and axle
weights, but only to the extent that such authorized increases would not
impair the ability of the state of Utah to qualify for federal-aid highway
funds.
History: L. 1963, ch. 39, § 152; 1969, ch.
71, § 2.
COLLATERAL REFERENCES

A.L.R. - Federal regulation of tractortrailer configuration under the Surface Trans-

portation Assistance Act of 1982 (49 USCS
Appx § 2301 et seq.), 77 A.L.R. Fed. 350.
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27-12-153. Weighing vehicles - Summary powers of peace
officers - Penalty for violations.
(1) Any peace officer having reason to believe that the height, width,
length, or weight of a vehicle and load is unlawful is authorized to require the
driver to stop and submit to a measurement or weighing of the same. The
weighing may be done either by means of portable or stationary scales, and
the officer may require that the vehicle be driven to the nearest scales in the
event the scales are within two miles.
(2) Whenever an officer, upon measuring or weighing a vehicle and load as
above provided, determines that the height, width, length, or weight is unlawful, the officer may require the driver to stop the vehicle in a suitable place
and the vehicle shall remain standing until a portion of the load is removed as
may be necessary to reduce the load to limits permitted under this act. All
materials so unloaded shall be cared for by the owner or operator of the
vehicle at his risk.
(3) Any driver of a vehicle who fails or refuses to stop and submit the
vehicle and load to a measurement or weighing, or who fails or refuses when
directed by an officer to stop the vehicle and otherwise comply with the provisions of this section is guilty of a class B misdemeanor.
(4) Any driver or owner of a vehicle who violates the provisions of Sections
27-12-150, 27-12-151, and 27-12-154 is guilty of a class B misdemeanor.
History: L. 1963, ch. 39, § 153; 1986, ch.
178, § 18.
Amendment Notes. - The 1986 amendment inserted "class B" preceding "misdemeanor" in Subsections (3) and (4), deleted
"and upon conviction thereof shall be punished
by a fine of not more than $299.00 or by im-

prisonment not to exceed six months or by both
such fine and imprisonment" at the end of Subsection (4), and made minor word and punctuation changes throughout the section.
Cross-References. - Penalties for misdemeanors, §§ 76-3-204, 76-3-301.

NOTES TO DECISIONS

Probable cause to stop.
Evidence was held to be insufficient to show
that action taken by an officer in stopping a
truck for a possible weight violation was with-

27-12-154.

out probable cause or violative of equal protection. Brierley v. Schoenfeld, 781 F.2d 838 (10th
Cir. 1986).

Special permits for vehicles of excessive weight
or size - Applications - Restrictions - Fees Special weight formula - Issuance of instructions - "Special Mobile Equipment" defined.

(1) The State Transportation Commission or the highway patrol acting for
the commission may, in their discretion, upon receipt of an application and
good cause being shown therefor, issue an overweight permit in writing authorizing the applicant to operate or move a vehicle or combination of vehicles
and load of a weight exceeding the maximum specified herein for any wheel,
axle, group of axles or total gross weight upon any highway.
Application for such overweight permit shall state the proposed maximum
wheel loads, maximum axle loads, all axle spacings of each such vehicle or
combination thereof, and the specific roads over which permit for operation is
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requested; and the applications shall show whether permit is requested for a
single trip or for continued operations. The transportation commission or the
highway patrol may issue or withhold such permit at its discretion, or limit
the number of trips, or establish seasonal or other time limitations within
which the vehicle or vehicles described may operate on the roads indicated, or
may otherwise limit the prescribed conditions of operation of such vehicle or
vehicles when necessary to assure against undue damage to the road foundation, surfaces or structures, and may require such other security as may be
deemed necessary to compensate for an injury to any roadway or road structure. Every such permit shall be carried in the vehicle or combination of
vehicles to which it refers and shall be open to inspection by any peace officers; provided no overweight permit shall be issued or shall be valid hereunder unless such vehicle is classified as special mobile equipment or is properly
registered for the weight authorized by said permit or for 78,001 pounds or
over, should the gross weight authorized by said overweight permit exceed
80,000 pounds. It is a misdemeanor for any person to violate any of the terms
or conditions of such overweight permit.
(2) Subject to the provisions of Subsection (1) of this section, when an application for an overweight permit does not exceed the provisions of Section
27-12-151 by more than 25% the fee for each motor vehicle or combination of
vehicles shall be:
$15 for a single trip permit not to exceed 96 continuous hours.
$25 for any 90 continuous days.
$100 for any 365 continuous days.
It is further provided that these permits may be issued by the State Transportation Commission or the highway patrol acting for the commission.
(3) It is further provided that the State Transportation Commission may at
its discretion authorize overweight permits for moving unladen special mobile
equipment which exceeds the provisions of Section 27-12-151 by more than
25% over routes approved by the State Transportation Commission.
Fees shall be:
$25 for a single trip permit not to exceed 96 continuous hours.
$50 for any 90 continuous days.
(4) Subject to the provisions of Subsection (1) of this section, when an application for overweight permit exceeds the provisions of Section 27-12-151 by
more than 25% and the load is not reasonably divisible and the application
does not involve special mobile equipment, the single trip permit fee shall be:
1 to 10 miles
$15
11 to 25 miles
20
26 to 50 miles
30
51 miles or more
50
Upon payment of a $100 fee and subject to the provisions of Subsection (1) of
this section, the State Transportation Commission may authorize an overweight permit for each motor vehicle described in this Subsection (4) for any
period not to exceed 90 days providing the total gross weight does not exceed
125,000 pounds.
(5) In lieu of all other permit provisions of this act and to promote commerce between the states and within the state, it is further provided that a
permit may be issued allowing the combined provisions of Subsections
27-12-151(2) and 27-12-155(2) only when the gross weight does not exceed
that which is provided in the following formula:
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= 500

LN + 12N + 36
(N-1)
W = Over-all gross weight on any group of two or more consecutive axles to
the nearest 500 pounds.
L = Distance in feet between the extreme of any group of two or more
consecutive axles, when fraction is 1/2 foot or more the next larger number
shall be used.
N = Number of axles in the group under consideration.
The annual fee for this permit shall be $300 per year.
It is further provided that the vehicles or combination of vehicles operating
under the provisions of this permit must meet and comply with standards set
forth in regulations adopted by the State Transportation Commission regarding their operation.
It is further provided that permits under Subsections (3) and (4) and (5) of
this section shall be issued only upon authorization of the State Transportation Commission.
Permit fees collected under the provisions of this section shall be credited
monthly to the transportation fund.
(6) The State Transportation Commission is hereby authorized and instructed to prepare maps, drawings and instructions for the use of the highway patrol for their guidance when issuing permits under the provisions of
Subsections (2), (3), and (4) of this section.
(7) For the purposes of this section "Special Mobile Equipment" is defined
as follows:
Every vehicle not designed or used primarily for the transportation of persons or property and only incidentally operated or moved over a highway,
including but not limited to: ditch-digging apparatus, well-boring apparatus
and road construction and maintenance machinery such as asphalt spreaders,
bituminous mixers, bucket loaders, tractors other than truck tractors,
ditchers, leveling graders, finishing machines, motor graders, road rollers,
scarifiers, earth moving carry-alls, scrapers, power shovels, drag lines, self
propelled cranes and earth-moving equipment. The term does not include
house trailers, dump trucks, truck mounted transit mixers, or other vehicles
designed for the transportation of persons or property.
(8) Permit fees collected under the provisions of this section shall be credited monthly to the transportation fund.
W

History: L. 1963, ch. 39, § 154; 1969, ch.
71, § 3; 1975, ch. 77, § 1; 1977, ch. 117, § 5;
1982, ch. 43, § 3.
Meaning of "this act." - The phrase "this
act" in Subsection (5) means Laws 1969, ch. 71,

27-12-155.

which amended this section and §§ 27-12-151,
27-12-152, and 27-12-155.
Cross-References. - Penalties for misdemeanors, §§ 76-3-204, 76-3-301.

Special transportation permits for vehicles of
unusual physical nature - Insurance requirements - Fees - Penalty for violations.

(1) The Utah Highway Patrol may in its discretion issue a special transportation permit for movement of vehicles, or combinations of vehicles with load,
which because of its physical nature does not comply with provisions of Section 27-12-149. Special transportation permits will specify restrictions and
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geographical areas under which operations may be accomplished for maximum safety. Such special transportation permits, other than permits for the
movement of farm produce or farm machinery, shall be granted by the Utah
Highway Patrol only to applicants who shall have filed with, and obtained
approval by, the highway patrol of a certificate of insurance executed by an
insurance company or association authorized to transact business in this state
upon a form as prescribed by the highway patrol that there is in full force and
effect a policy of insurance covering said applicant for liability against personal injury or death for any one person in an amount of not less than
$100,000, for any one accident in an amount of not less than $300,000, and for
property damage in an amount of not less than $50,000 or in such amounts as
are provided in Section 54-6-17 whichever are higher; provided that carriers
who have permits or certificates of convenience and necessity from the public
service commission covering the type of movement contemplated, and who
have policies of insurance on file with the Public Service Commission of Utah
as a condition of the issuance of such permits or certificates, and applicants
who are qualified self-insurers and hold a certificate of insurance, as provided
in Section 41-12a-407, shall not be required to post additional insurance as a
condition to the issuance of a permit under this section. A special transportation permit may be issued for a single operation not exceeding 96 continuous
hours or multiple operations during, but not exceeding, a period of 90 days. A
fee of $15 for each 96-hour special transportation permit or $30 for each 90day permit will be assessed.
(2) It is further provided that the highway patrol may issue permits annually for a fee of $50 for each vehicle whose width, with load, does not exceed
the provisions of Section 27-12-149 more than 25% or whose length, with load,
does not exceed 108 feet.
(3) During authorized operations such permit shall be carried in the vehicle
or combination to which it refers, and shall be available for inspection by any
peace officer. It is a misdemeanor for any person to violate any of the terms or
conditions of such permit.
(4) All fees collected from special transportation permits shall be credited
monthly to the Transportation Fund.
History: L. 1963, ch. 39, § 155; 1965, ch.
55, § 1; 1969, ch. 71, § 4; 1975, ch. 77, § 2;
1977,ch. 117,§ 6; 1982,ch.43,§ 4; 1985,ch.
242, § 5.
Amendment Notes. - The 1985 amendment substituted "Section 41-12a-407" for
"Section 41-12-34" in Subsection (1).
Compiler's Notes. - Chapter 6 of Title 54
(Motor Carrier Act) was repealed and reen-

acted in 1986. Section 54-6-17, referred to in
the third sentence in Subsection (1), no longer
deals with insurance requirements.
See
present § 54-6-42.
Cross-References. - Penalties for misdemeanors, §§ 76-3-204, 76-3-301.
Weight limitations for vehicles, exceptions,
§§ 27-12-151, 27-12-154.

COLLATERAL REFERENCES
A.L.R. - Liability for accident occurring in
motor transportation of house or similar struc-

ture on public streets or highways, 9 A.L.R.3d
1436.
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27-12-156. Highway patrol to adopt regulations to carry
out laws relating to size, weight and load.
The highway patrol is authorized to adopt such regulations as in its judgment are necessary to carry out the provisions of law regulating the size,
weight and load of vehicles.
History: L. 1963, ch. 39, § 156.

27-12-157. Compliance with federal size and/or weight
standards to qualify for federal aid.
If, as a condition precedent to participation in federal-aid highway funds,
federal law requires compliance with size and/or weight standards which differ from those tabulated in Sections 27-12-149 and/or 27-12-151, the State
Road Commission shall adopt such provisions regulating vehicular size and/or
weight limits as are necessary to qualify for federal grants.
History: L 1963, ch. 39, § 157.

COLLATERAL REFERENCES

A.L.R. - Federal regulation of tractortrailer configuration under the Surface Trans-

portation Assistance Act of 1982 (49 USCS
Appx § 2301 et seq.), 77 A.L.R. Fed. 350.

ARTICLE 13
SAVING AND SEPARABILITY PROVISIONS
27-12-158. Saving clause.
This act does not affect rights and duties that mature, penalties that are
incurred, and proceedings that are begun, before its effective date.
History: L. 1963, ch. 39, § 158.

27-12-159. Separability clause.
If any provision of this act, or the application of any provision to any person
or circumstance, is held invalid, the remainder of this act shall not be affected
thereby.
History: L. 1963, ch. 39, § 159.

27-12-160. 1-15 designated
way.

as Veterans' Memorial High-

(1) There is established the Veterans' Memorial Highway composed of the
existing Interstate Highway 15 from the Utah-Idaho border to the Utah-Arizona border.
(2) The Department of Transportation shall designate Interstate 15 as the
"Veterans' Memorial Highway" on all future state highway maps.
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History: C. 1953, 27-12-160, enacted by L.
1988, ch. 120, § 1.
Effective Dates. - Laws 1988, ch. 120 be-

27-14-1

comes effective on April 25, 1988, pursuant to
Utah Const., Art. VI, Sec. 25.

CHAPTER 13
COLLECTOR ROAD CONSTRUCTION
ACT
(Repealed by Laws 1975, ch. 76, § 47; 1982, ch. 30, § 5.)

27-13-1 to 27-13-10.

Repealed.

Repeals. - Sections 27-13-1 to 27-13-3 (L.
1969, ch. 68, §§ 1-3; 1981, ch. 135, § 5), relating to the title, purpose and definitions in the
Collector Road Construction Act, were repealed by Laws 1982, ch. 30, § 5.
Section 27-13-4 (L. 1969, ch. 68, § 4; 1971,
ch. 62, § 1), relating to designation of collector
roads, was repealed by Laws 1975, ch. 76, § 47.

Sections 27-13-4.1 to 27-13-10 (L. 1969, ch.
68,§§ 5-10; 1973,ch.46, § 3; 1975,ch. 73, § 1;
1975, ch. 76, §§ 1-46; 1977, ch. 118, §§ 1-12;
1978, ch. 8, § 3; 1979, ch. 107, §§ 1-51; 1980,
ch. 34, § 2; 1981, ch. 132, §§ 1-31; 1981, ch.
135, § 6), identifying collector roads, were repealed by Laws 1982, ch. 30, § 5.

CHAPTER 14
SIDEWALK CONSTRUCTION
Sunset Act. -

See Section 63-55-7 for the termination

Section
27-14-1.
27-14-2.
27-14-3.
27-14-4.

Citation.
Purpose.
Definitions.
Designated county and city sidewalks - Construction on easements granted by transportation
department.
27-14-5. Funding priorities by county and
city officials - Factors.

date of Chapter 14, Title 27.

Section
27-14-6. Pedestrian safety to be considered in
highway planning.
27-14-7. Rules and regulations - Transportation department - Cooperation
with county commissioners.
27-14-8. County or city granting exemption
from construction - Not eligible
to utilize funds under act.

27-14-1. Citation.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Utah Sidewalk Construction Act."
History: C. 1953, 27-14-1, enacted by L.
1975 (1st S.S.), ch. 3, § 1.
Meaning of "this act." - Laws 1975 (1st
S.S.), ch. 3 enacted this chapter.
Cross-References. - Regulation of side-

walk use by municipalities,
§§ 10-8-11,
10-8-13, 10-8-23, 10-8-29, 10-8-69.
Special improvement districts empowered to
construct sidewalks, § 10-16-4.
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